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Political Curiosity. 


The following more properly belongs to the pro- 
posed collection of revolutionary papers than to 
the body of the Recisrer itself—but we prefer toy 
publish it now to invigorate the hopes and 
strengthen the exertions, of all interested in that 
undertaking. 

The people of the United States will be pleased to 
see “the first printed essay towards a form of go- 
vernment in this country,” written “six months 
before the declaration of independence,” by pre- 
sident Anams: and they will remark, with singu- 
lar pleasure, how nearly, in spirit and form, our 
republican governments which succeeded that 
declaration, have approached the lines sketched 
in this “marbled colored bagatelle,” as Mr. A. 
sportively calls it, from its being done up in mar-| 
bled paper. 





Quincy, April 28th, 1817. 
Srr—I have received eleven volumes of your 
Register, well bound and in good order, for which 
i have paid Mr. Ballard; and I thank you for the 
promptitude with which you have obliged me. 


“VIVE LA BAGATELLE.” 


The light sketch enclosed, is at this day of no) 
value: not even an object of curiosity, except on 
account of the critical moment in which it was 
crayoned, six months before the declaration of in- 
dependence, and as it was the first printed essay 
towards a form of government in this country. 

As Mr. Taylor of Hazelgrove, Portroyal, Virgi- 
nia, has in his late work honored with several pages 
of remarks, an imperfect copy of it, it seems right 
that the public should possess an authentic one. 

If you think it worth a place in your Register 
you may giveit one. If not, [pray you to return it 
to me by the post. Indeed in any case I wish to 
have it restored to me, as I know of no other copy 
of Dunlap’s edition. 

You may make what use you please of this letter 
and all its contents, upon condition you return me 
my marble coloured Bagatelle. 

lam, respeetfully, your servant, 
JOHN ADAMS. 


-_ 


Ar. Niles. 


ih | 


Memorandum by Mr. Adams, 


_ dn the winter of 1776 there was much discussion 
il compress concerning the necessity of indepen- 
qenoe, and advising the several states to institute 
governments for themselves under the immediate 
authority and original power of the people. Great 
difficulties occurred to many gentlemen, in making 
a transition from the old governments to the new, 
». €. from the royal to republican governments. . In 
January 1776, Mr. George Wythe, of Virginia, 
Passing an evening with me, asked what plan 
Vou Ril. 





would advise a colony to pursue, in order to get oat 
of the old government and into a new one. I 
sketched in words a scheme, which he requested 
me to give him in writing. Accordingly, the next 
day 1 delivered him the following letter. He lent 
it to his colleague Richard Henry Lee, who asked 
me to let him print it: to which I consented pro- 
vided he would suppress my name: for if that should 
appear, it would excite a continental clamour 
amang the tories that I was erecting a battering 
ram to demolish the royal government aad render 
independence indispensable. 
Quincy, July 21, 1811. 


THOUGHTS ON GOVERNMENT: APPLICABLE FO THE PRE- 
SEXT STATE OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES; IN A LE®- 
TER FROM A GENTLEMAN TO HIS FRIEND, [1. €, FROM 
JOHN ADAMS TO GEORGE WYTHE] PHILADELPHLA: 
PRINTED BY JOHN DUNLAP. M,DCC,LXXVI. 


Thoughts on government, ec. 

MY DEAR stn—If I was equal to the task of form- 
ing a plan for the government of a colony, I should 
be flattered with your request, and very happy to 
comply with it; because as the diviae science of 
politics is the science of social happiness, and the 
blessings of society depend entirely on the consti- 
tutions of government, which are generally insti‘u- 
tions that last for many generations, there can be 
no employment more agreeable to a benevolent 
mind, than a research after the best. 

Pore flattered tyrants too much when he said 


“For forms of government let fools contest, 
“That. which is best administered is best.” 


| Nothing ean be more fallacious than this: But peets 


read history to collect flowers not fruits—they at- 
tend to fanciful images, not the effects of social in- 
stitutions. Nothing is more certain from the his- 
tory of nations, and the nature of man, than that 
some forms of government are better fitted for be- 
ing well administered than others. 

We ought to consider, what is the end of govern- 
ment, before we determine which is the best form. 
—Upon this point all speculative politicians will 
agree, that the happiness of society is the end of 
government, as all divines and moral philosophers 
willagree that the happiness of the individual is 
the end of man. From this principle it will follow, 
that the form of government, which communieates 
ease, comfort, security, or in one word happiness 
to the greatest number of persans, and in the 
greatest degree, is the best. : 

All sober enquirers after truth, ancient and ma 
dern, pagan and Christian, have deciared that the 
happiness of man, as well as his dignity consists in 
virtue. Confucius, Zoroaster, Socrates, Mahomet, 


‘not to mention autherities reaily sacred, have agreed 


in this. 
If there is a form of government then, whose 


principle and foundation is virtue, will not every 
sober man acknowledge it better calculated to pro. 
mote the general happiness than any other form? 

Fear is the foundation of most governments; but 
is so sordid and brutal a passion, and renders men, 
in whose breasts it predominates, so-stupid, and 
miserable, that Americans will not be likely to ap- 
prove of any political institution which is founded 
on if’ : 7 
I. 
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Honour is truly sacred, but holds a lower rank 


ir the scale of moral excellence than virtue.—In- 


deed the former is but a part of the latter, and 
consequently has not equal pretensions to suppor! 
a frame of government productive of human hap- 
piness. 


The foundation of every governmentis some prin- 


ciple or passion in the ininds of the people. —The 
noblest principles and most generous affections in 
our nature then, have the fairest chance to suppor! 
the noblest and most generous models of govern- 
ment. 

A man must be indifferent to the sneers of mo- 
dern Englishmen, to mention in their company, the 
names of Sidney, Harrington, Locke, Milton, Ned- 
ham, Nevilie, Burnet, and Hoadley.—No small fort. 
tude is necessary to confess that one has read them. 
The wretched condition of this country, however, 
for ten or fifteen years past, has frequently re- 
minded me of their principles and reasonings.— 
They will convince any candid mind, that there is 
no good government but what is republics. That 
the only valuable part of the British constitution is 
so; because the very definition of a republic, is 
‘an empire of laws, and not of men.” ‘That, as a re- 
public is the best of governments, so that particu- 
lar arrangement, of the powers of society, or in 
other words that form of government, which 1s 
best contrived to secure an impartial and exact ex- 
ecution of the laws, is the best of republics. 

Of republics, there is an inexhaustible variety, 
because the possible combinations of the powers of 
society, are capable of innumerable variations. 

As good government, is an empire of laws, how 
shall vour laws be made? In a large society, mha- 
biting an extensive country, it is impossible that 
the whole should assemble, to make laws: The 
first necessary step then, is, to depute power from 
the many, to a few of the most wise and good.— 
But by what rules shall you choose your represen- 
tatives? Agreé upon the number and qualifications 
of persons, who shall have the benefit of choosing, 
or annex this privilege to the inhabitants of a cer- 
tain extent of ground. 

‘The principal difficulty hes, and the greatest 
care should be employed in constituting this repre- 
sentative assembly. It should be in mimiature, an 
exact portrait of the people at iarge. It should 
think, feel, reason, and act like them. That it 
may be the interest of this assembly to do strict 
justice at all times, it should be an equal represen- 
tation, or m other words equal interest among the 
people should have equal interest in it—Great care 
s.wuld be taken to etfect this, and to prevent unfair, 
partial, and corrupt elections. Such regulations, 
however, may be better made in times of greater 
tranquility than the present, and they wii spring 
up of themselves naturally, whea all the powers of 
covernment come to be in the hands of the peanle’s 
friends. At present it will be safest to proceed in 
aii established modes to which the people have been 
familiarised by habit. 

A rvepreseiitation of the people in one assembly 
lxcing obtained, a question arises whether all the 
pewers of government, legislative, executive, and 
mtcicial, shall be ieftip this body? I think a peo- 
file cannot be long free, nor ever happy, whose go- 
vernment isin one assembly. My reasons far this 
opinion are as follow: 

1. A single assembly is liable to all the vices, 
follies and frailties of an individual.—Subject to 
fits of humor starts of passion, flights of enthusi- 
asm, partialities of prejudice, and consequently 
productive of hasty results and absurd judgments: 


And allthese errors ought to be corrected and de, 
fec\s supplied by some controling power. 

2. A single assembly is apt to be avaricious, and 
in time will not scruple to exempt itself from bur- 
thens which it will lay, without compunction, on 
its constituents. 

3. A single assembly is apt to grow ambitious, 
and ufter a time will not hesitate to vo‘e itself per. 
petiral, This was one fuuit of the long parliament, 
but more remarkably of Holland, whose assembly 
first voted themselves from annual to septenmai, 
then for life, and after a course of years, that all 
vacancies happening by death or otherwise, should 
be filled by themselves, without any application to. 
constituents at ail. 

4. A representative assembly, although extreme. 
ly well qualified, and absolutely necessary as a 
‘ranch of the legislature, is unfit to exercise the 
executive power, for want of two,essential proper- 
ties, secrecy and despztch. , 

5. A representative ass¢mbly, is still less qualifi- 
ed for the judicial power; because it 1s too numer. 
ous, too slow, and too little skilled in the laws. 

6. Because a single assembly, possessed of all 
the powers of government, would make arbitrary 
laws for their own interest, execute all laws arbi- 
trarily for their own imterest, and adjudge all con- 
troversies in their own favor. 

But shall the whole power of legislation rest in 
one assembly? Most of the foregoing reasons ap- 
ply equally to prove that the legislative power 
ought to be more complex—to which we may add, 
that if the legislative power is wholly in one assem- 
bly, and the executive in another, or in a single 
person, these two powers will oppose and encroach 
upon each other, until the contest shall end in war, 
and the whole power, legislative and executive, be 
usurped by the strongest. 

The judicial power, in such case, could not me: 
diate, or hold the balance between the two contend- 
ing powers, because the legislative would under- 
mine it.—And this shews the necessity too, of giv- 
ing the executive power a negative upon the legis- 
lative, otherwise this will be continually encroach- 
ing upon that. 

To avoid these dangers let a distinct assembly 
be constituted, as a mediator between the two ex- 
treme branches of the legislature, that which re- 
presents the people and that which is vested with 
the executive power. 

Let the representative assembly then elect by 
ballot, from among themselves or their constitu- 
ents, or both, a distinct assembly, which for the 
sake of perspicuity we will call a council. It may 
consist @f any number you please, say twenty or 
thirty, and sheuld havea free and independent ex- 
ercise of its judgment, and cansequently a negative 
voice in the legislature. 

‘These two bodies thus constituted, and made in- 
tegral parts of the legislature, let them unite, and 
by joint ballot choose a governor, who, after being 
stript of most of those badges of domination call- 
ed prerogatives, should have q free and indepeh- 
deni exercise of his judgment, and be made also 
an integral part of the legislature. This I know is 
liable to objections, and if you please you may 
make him only president of the council, as in Con 
necticut: But as the governor is to be invested with 
tthe executive power, with consent of council, ! 
think he ought to have a negative upon the legisla- 
tive. If he is annually elective, as he ought to be, 
be will always have.so much reverence and affec- 
tion for the people, their representatives and count- 
‘cilors, that dithough you gire him an independent 
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exercise of his judgment, he will seldom use it in 


opposition to the two houses, except in cases the 
public utility of which would be conspicuous, and 
sume such cases would happen. 

In the present exigency of American affairs, when, 
by an act of parliament we are put out of the royal 
protection, and consequently discharged from our 


both should be checks upon that. The judge* 
therefore should always be men of learning and 
experience in the laws, of exemplary morals, great 
patience, calmness, coolness and attention. Their 
minds should not be distracted with jarring inte- 
rests; they should not be dependent upon any man, 
or body of mén. ‘To these ends they should hold 







ulleyiance; and it has become necessary to assume 
sovernment for our immediate security, the gover- 
nor, lieutenant rovernor, secretary, treasurer, com 
missary, atlorney-general, should be chosen by 
juint ballot, of both houses. And these and all 
other elections, especially of representatives and 
councillors, should be annual, there not being in 
the whole circle of the sciences, a maxim more 
infallibie than this, “where annual elections end, 
there slavery begins.” 

These great men, in this respect should be, once 
a yeur 

“Like bubbles on the sea of matter borne, ’ 

“They rise, they break, and to that sea return.” 
This will teach them the great political virtues of 
humility, patience, and moderation, without which 
every Man in power becomes a ravenous beast of 
prey. ; 

This mode of constituting the great offices of 
state will answer very well for the preseiit, but if; 
by experiment, it should be found incouvenicut, 
iue legislature may at its leisure devise other me- 
thods of creating them, by elections of the people 
ut large, as in Connecticut, or it inay enlarge the 
term for which they shall be chosen to seven years, 
or three years, or for life, or make any other alte- 
rations which the society shall find productive o: 
its éase, its safety, its freedom, or in one word its 
happiness. 4 

A rotation of all offices, as well as of represen- 
tatives and councillors, has many advocates, and is 
contended for with many plausible arguments. It 
would be attended no doubt with many advantages, 
and if the society has a sutlicient number of suita- 
ble characters to supply the great number of va- 
cancies which would be made by such a rotation, 
I can see no objection to it. These persons may be 
allowed to serve for three years, and then be ex- 
cluded three years, or for any longer or shorter 
term. ; 

Any seven or nine of the legislative council may 
be made a quorum, for doing business as a privy 
council, to advise the governor in the exercise of 
the executive branch of power, and in all acts of 
state. 

The governor should have the command of the 
militia, and of all your armies. ‘The power of par- 
dons should be with the governor and council. 

Judges, justices and all other officers, civil and 
military, should be nominated and appointed by the 
governor, with the advice and consent of council, 
unless you chouse to have a government more popu- 
tar; if you do, all officers, civil and military, may 
be chosen by joint ballot of both houses, ‘or in or- 
der tu preserve the independence and importance 
ef each house, by ballot of one house, concurred 
by the other. Sheriffs should be ‘chosen by the 
{teeholders of counties—~so should registers of 
deeds and clerks of counties. 

All officers should have commissions, under the 
tiand of the governor and seal of the colony. 

The dignity and stability of government in all 
its branches, the morals of the people and ¢very 
Dlessing of society, depends so much upon an up- 
right and skillful administration of justice, that 
the judicial power ought to be distinct from both | 
the legislative and executive, and independent up- 


estates for life in their offices, or in other words 
their commissions should be during good behaviour, 
and their salaries ascertained and established by 
law. For misbehaviour the grand inquest of the 
colony, the house of representatives, should im- 
peach them before the governor and council, where 
they should have time and opportunity to make 
their defence, but if convicted shoukl be removed 
from their offices, and subjected to such other pu- 
nishment as shall be thought proper. 

A militia law requiring all men, or with very 
few exceptions, besides cases of conscience, to be 
provided with arms and ammunition, to be trained 
at certain seasons, and requiring counties, towns, 
or other small districts to be provided with public 
stocks of ammunition and entrenching utensils, 
and with some settled plans for transporting provi- 
sions after the militia, when marched to defend 
their country against sudden invasions, and re- 
quiring certain districts to be provided with field- 
pieces, companies of matrosses, and perhaps some 
regunents of light horse is always a wise institu- 
tion, and in the present circumstances of our coun- 
try indispensable. 

Laws for the liberal education of youth, especial- 
ly of the lower class of people, are so extremely 
}wise and useful, that to a humane and generous 
mind, no expence for this purpose would be thougkt 
extravagant. 

The very mention of sumptuary laws will excite 
a smile. Whether our countrymen have wisdom 
and vittue enough to submit to them I know not. 
But the happiness of the people might be greatly 
promoted by them, and a revenue saved sufficient 
to carry on this war forever. Frugality is a great 
revenue, besides curing us of vanities, levities and. 
fopperies which are real antidotes to all great, man- 
ly and warlike virtues. 

But must not all commissions run in the name 
of a king? No. Why may they not as well run 
thus, “The colony of to A. B. greeting,” 
atid be tested by the governos? 

Why may not writs, instead of running in the 
name of the king, run thus, “the colony of 
to the sheriff,” Sc. and be tested by the chief jus- 
tice. 

Why may not indictments conclude “against the 
peace of the colony of and the dignity oz 
the same?” 

A constitution, founded on these principles, in. 
troduces knowledge among the people, and inspires 
them with a conscious dignity, becoming freemen. 
A general emulation takes place, which causes good. 
humor, sociability, good manners, and good morals 
to be general. ‘That elevation of sentiment, ins 
spired by such a goverament, makes the common 
people brave and enterprising. That ambition 
Which is inspired by ‘it makes them sober, indus- 
trious and frugal. You will find among them some 
elegance, perhaps, but more solidity; a little plea- 
sure, but a great deal of Business—some politeness, 
but more civility. Ifyou compare such a country 
with the regions of domination, whether monarchi- 
cal or aristocratical, you will fancy yourself in Ar- 
cadia‘ or Elisium. 

if: the colonies should assume governments sepa. 





m both, that so it may be a check upon both, as 


rately, they should be left entirely to their own 
choice of the fqrms, and if a contipental constitu, 
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tion should be formed, it should be a congress, 
containing a fair and adequate representation of the 
colonies, and its authority should sacredly be con- 
fined to these cases, viz. ‘war, trade, Cisputes be- 


' tween colony and colony, the post-office and the 


unappropriated lands of the crown, as they used to 
he called. : 

These colonies, under such forms of government, 
and in such a union, would be unconquerable by all 
@ie monarchies of Europe. 

You and I, my dear friend, have been sent into 
life, ‘at a time when the greatest lawgivers of an- 
tiquity would have wished to have lived.—-How few 
of the human race have ever enjoyed an epportuni- 
ty of making an election of government more than 
of air, soil or climate, for themselves or their chil- 
dren.—Whien! before the present epocha, had three 
miilions of people full power and a fair opportuni- 
ty to form and establish the wisest and happiest 
rovernment that human wisdom can contrive? 1} 
hope you will avail yourself and your country of 
that extensive learning and indefatigable industry 
which you possess, to assist her in the formations 
of the happiest governments, and the best charac- 
ter of a gieat people-—For myself, I must beg you 
to keep my name out of sight, for this feeble at- 
tempt, if it should be known to be mime, would 
oblige me to appiy to myself those lmes of the im- 
mortal John Milton, in one of his sonnets, 


“TI did but teach the age to quit their clogg’s 
“By the plain rules of ancient liberty, 
“When lo! a barbarous poise surrounded me, 
“O§ owls and cuckoos, asses, apes and dogs.” 
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Public stocks. 


FROM THE BOSTON CENTINEL. 

“fhe pudlic stocks of modern nations have been 
considered the best criteria of the stability of thei 
governments.—By this rule, then, that of Great 
Britain is considered as firm as the Peruvian Andes. 
Take an ecample —American stocks are considered 
to be next in stability;—but American securities, 
bearing six per cent. interest, will only command in 
specie one or two per cent. above par—whereas 
British stocks, bearing only three per cent. interest, 
will command in specie 70 per cent:—which at the 
rate of six per cent. would be 40 per cent. above par! 
What will the croakers and boasters say to this?’ 

REMARKS. 

There is apparently a singular disposition in some 
American citizens to exalt the character of Great 
Britain cven at the cost of their own country’s re- 
putation. The writer of the preceding paragraph 
seems to have that disposition—for, not content with 
the facts stated, which he assumes as “the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth” of the 
inatter, he evidently exuits at the supposed supe- 
rior stability of the British government over that of 
the United States. One might have thought that 
this would rather be a subject fur regret than of 
picasure. 

It is true, when British three per cents. were at 70, | 
in Londen, American six per cents. Were no more 
ihan 1U2: but this is not “criteria of the stability | 
of the governments.” There is no man who be- 
jieves that the present Ameuican debt will be per-} 
petual; it is known to be in a rapid state of re- 
duction, and its period is reasonably calculated— 
whereas, there is no man who dreams or supposes 
that the British debt will ever be paid; it is by all 
accounted an impossibility todoit. There is, then, 


something else, besides the presumed stability” of 
the respective governinents, that makes the British 
Caprtalist willing to give a higher comparative 





price fer the stocks of his own country than for 
those of a foreign one—this something may be the 
greater facility with whiel he can collect the inte- 
rest, but chiefly in the greater convenience with 
which he may convert bis stock into other kinds of 
property, at pleasure. Vhe British stocks, from 
the immense trade carried on in them, answer near- 
ly all the purposes of money, at their current va.’ 
lue; and millions on millions of them are bought 
and sold in the course of a week, without the use 
of inoney at all—one kind, or lot, being disposed of 
and another bought, by certain sets of persons, in 
continual succession. But real purchasers—that 
is, such as purchase stocks to invest funds for the 
receipt of interest, are of little account in the stock 
market; Where the trade goes on, buying and selling, 
without delivery, in numerous eases, like the famous 
Tulip trade which had its day in Holland, many 
years ago. The case is different with the Americar 
stocks; these are only to a certain extent in the 
market—the trade in them is limited, and they do 
not serve the stock-jobbers and others the purposes 
of money, so easily as the British stocks do. Asale 
of them cannot always be effected, at half an hour’s 
notice—and hence they are, comparatively, of less 
value, proportioned to the interest payable on them, 
in the British money market. And_ besides, their 
amount is too small to engag‘e much of the attention 
of the great dealers in stocks—who turn in one 
week as great a-value of British stocks as the whole 
debt of the United States amounts to. 

But there is another point of view in which the 
editor of the Boston Centinel aight have represent- 
ed the matter more fairly, if he had pleased. He 
could have compared three per cents. with three per 
cents. We have not seen any quotation of the Ame- 
rican 3 per cents. in the British market, but it may 
be presumed they bear the same relation to the 
6 per cents. there that they do here. The prices 
current at Baltimore, last week, gave 6 per cents<- 
1003; and 3 per cents. at 65. The first being 102 
in London, would give the latter there, at the same 
rate, a little more than 68 pr. ct.—only 2 pr. ct. less 
than the British 3 per cents. in the British market. 
Further, and to shew that the price of the British 
3 per cents. were not raised to 70 for the sake of the 
interest to be received, we may observe that when 
the 3 per cents. were at 70, the five per cents. were 
only 99—As 5 is to 5 so is 70 to 116 2-3—which 








ought to have been the price of the 5 fer certs. in- 


‘stead of 99. 
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Observations on Flour and Bread. 


The following series of experiments and remarks 
are deeply interesting to a large portion of our 
readers; and the fucts, so carefully ascertained, 
will instruct and amuse those who have no need 
to profit by them. ‘The gentleman who commu- 
nicated them stands second to no man as a nice 
observer of truth, and what he alleges on this, as 
on other occasions, may be entirely relied upon. 
In his letter, enclosing the article, he says “it was 
** ny intention to have carried these experiments 
“‘suil further, and to have reduced them to a 
‘certain degree of order, which, owing to a va- 
‘¢ yiety of circumstances, I was compelled to relin- 
** quish”—adding, “1 now send them to thee, m 
‘‘ their rough state, to be made use of as may be 
“ most agreeable. These experiments were made 
‘with sufficient accuracy, and my notes entered 
“ immediately on weighing the bread,” &c. We 
have thought that in their “‘rongh state” they are 
the most explicit, and have not ventured any al- 
teration of their matter or manner. 
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s*Ehe peck loaf of England must weigh 17/5. 6oz., 
for which about 14/4 of flour is usually employed; 
the half-peck weighs 8/6. 1loz.; the quartern loaf, 
4lb. 50z. 8drs.—hence, in the usual way of sale, 56; 
ounces of flour makes 6940z. of bread; or 107d. of} 


tained of the accuracy of these experiments; but I 
have none, as the wheat was manufactured in my 
own mill, and the bread made up and baked in my 
own family. 

A third experiment was made (27th 9th mo.) with 


flour makes 12/5. of bread” —“51414. of flour, when) 14/0. of flour, of quality No. 2, made up with 1. 


baked, produced 672/. of household bread, or at the 
rate of 30 per cent. beyond the weight of the flour” 
—“this is at the rate of 13/5. of bread to 10Jd. of 
flour. I presume this bread was weighed warm.” 
«According to lord Sheffield, the general calcula- 
tien is, that a Winchester bushel of wheat, wefghing 
6016. will produce 54/6. of meal, 54/6. of bran, and 
31b. of water; that this 54/6. of meal will make 68/0. 
of bread. This is at the rate of 134/4. of bread to 
101. of flour.” It appeared from the examinatian 
of the bakers, about the period of the scarcity in 
England, that American flour, weight for weight, 
produced rather more bread than the best English 
flour”—“Hence, I conclude, that 10/4. of Ameri- 
can flour ought to make 13/4. of bread, if well ma- 
naged.”——Emporium, vol. 5, page 277.” 

In order to ascertain whether the above trials and 
opinions would correspond with experiments. made 
under my own direction, I weighed 12/d. of flour, 
which, being made up with 1/4. of yeast and 5 pints| 
of milk, and baked in my own house, produced 174 
pounds of bread, carefully weighed when nearly 
cool. Two weeks after the above trial, I weighed 
141d. of flour, which was, in like manner, made up 





with 11d. of yeast and 54 pints of mi/k—the bread | 


was weighed in a similar state with the first expe- 
riment, and produced 204/és. of bread. 

The above trials were made in the 8th and 9th 
months (August and September) of the present year 

1814. 

‘ The whens from which the bread first mentioned 
was made was from the peninsula between the Dela- 
ware and Chesapeake bays, and of what weuld be 
called middling crepe second parcel of bread 
was made from flour of New-Jersey wheat, of a su- 
perior quality, well cleaned. Both parcels of wheat 
were of the harvest of 1613. ' 

The product of the first quantity of flour (12/6.) 
is at the rate of 1452). 130z. to 100%. of flour. 

The second parcel (14/d. of flour) produced at 
the rate of 146/b. 80z. 4drs. to the 100/s. of flour. 

The average of these two trials is an increase of 
46lb. Voz. 134$drs. per cent. which exceeds the Bri- 
tish average by 50 percent. Doubts may be enter- 





*Note—The above observatiens of lord Sheffield, 


7oz. of yeast, and the requisite quantity of water. 
The result was 19Nds. of bread when cool—which 
is an advance of 41/5. 2oz. percent. In experiments 
No. 1 and 2, the yeast was not weighed, supposing 
the measure used would contain (being a milk pint) 
no more than 1/4. but on weighing a like quantity, 
in experiment No. 3, the result was as above stated 
[1/6. 7oz.*] being that kind of rising called here 
“sotts,” a Dutch term, Ipresume. This difference 
in the weight of the yeast will make a correspondent 
difference in the results of No. 1 and 2, and will 
be accounted for hereaf‘er. : 

10¢h mo. 6th.—A fourth experiment was made with 
1416. of flonr, made from wheat of the present year 
(1814.) This flour was laid to rise witb the usual 
quantity of “sotts” (1 pint) and. mixed with two 
quarts of milk and half a pint of water: the pro- 
duct was 214/és. of bread, weighed when warm:— 
this is equal to 15376. 8oz. of bread to 100l4s. of 
flour, or an_ advance of 5315. 802. per cent. &n unex- 
pected result—in addition to which it is proper to 
mention that, supposing this flour would prove 
similar to a previous baking of new flour (which 
was runny) a small portion of flaur, supposed to be 
equal in quantity to that employed in making the 
setts,” was reserved to mix up in the morning with 
the dough, but as it was found unneéessary, it may, 
therefore, be safely calculated that 134%. of flour 
produced the 214/6: ef bread—which is an advance 
equivalent to 59/6. Zoz. per cent. The wheat of 
which the above flour was made came from -the 
peainsula between the Delaware and Chesapeake. 
_ Atth mo. 19th.—3ibs. of Indian meal were made 
into hasty pudding and laid to rise with 14/4; super- 
fine flour, 1 pint of yeast and 5 pints of water—the 
product was 21/b. 4oz. of bread; increase, 25 per 
cent. The wheat of which the above flour was made 
was a mixture of the erops of 1815 and 1814, from 
the peninsula; the flour not of good quality—tlre 
bread proved hard and unpleasant; whether owing 
to that cause or a want of milk in making it up, the 
product was much less than I expected. 

lst mo. 25th, 1815.—3lds. of Indian meal was made 
into hasty pudding, with 8 pints of water, and mix- 
ed up with 14/és. of superfine flour, 2 pints of watey 
and 1 pint of yeast—the product was 23/s. of bread; 





with respect to the product of wheat, do not accord 
with the experience of millers in this neighborhood: 
For, though our wheat probably contains less water 
than the English wheat, in consequence of our cli- 
mate being less humid, yet the quantity of filth that 
is brought to market in the American wheat, owing 
to the common method of treading it out, and to 
other circumstances, causes a loss of from 2 to 5/6. 
per bushel, instead of 3 of a pound, including wa- 
ter. The quantity ofibran also (owing to like causes) 
is, on an average of the different qualities of wheat, 
nearer 9 pounds than 5. By the word meal it is pre- 
sumed that lord Sheffield intended to include every 
quality of the flour; but in the United States vari- 
ous qualities of stuffs, superior to bran, are made 
from every parcel of wheat—viz. superfine, mid- 
dlings and ship stuff, for ship bread—and ship stuff 
for horse-feed. The writer apprehends that the 


an increase of 35 5-17 percent. This wheat was of 
the crop of 1814, quality tolerable—the grain from 
the western shore of the Delaware. _ 

9th me. 13th, 1816—Having a parcel of good wheat 
in the mill from Virginia, of the cropof the present 
year, 14/bs. of the flour of that wheat was laid to 
rise with 1 pint of “sotts,” and made into dough 
with six pints of water. The bread, when nearly 
cool, weighed 19#/ds. giving an increase of 41 per 
cent. 

11th mo. 9th—14lbs. of the flour of a good parcel 
of Virginia wheat was laid to rise (last evening) 


| 





oe 


*On measuring a pint of milk and weighing 
it, (9th mo. 26th) it gave 1/4, 30z.—the measure, 
such as is commonly made use of in this neighbor- 
hood. But, with respect to weights and measures, 
the community are pretty much in the state that 


British wheat is generally-kiln-dried ‘before it is|Isracl was when “every mam did that which was. 


manufactured; if that is the case it is probably much 
drier than the American whéat when it comes into 
the hand of the miller to be ground. 


right- in his own eyes,” thanks to eur congress, who 
have it in their power-to-do-agreat good, by. a jvidi- 
icions regulation of weights:and measures. 
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with 1 pint of “sotts” and made up this morning, 
with 6 pints of water; the bread was weighed when 
quite cool and proved to be 21}/js. The weight of 


the bread in this instance exceeds that of the last} 


experiment; owing, perhaps, to the wheat having 
parted with a portion of its water, by two months 
drying, and from the bread having been weighed 
when quite cool. 

11th mo. 16th—14lds. of flour was made up last 
evenme with the usual quantity of yeast, and 7 pints 
of water—the product in bread, weighed when cool, 
was 21/bs. The flour of Virginia wheat. 

11th mo. 30th—4lbs. of flour was kneaded with 
44/bs. of boiled potatoes, and 2-3 ofa pint of yeast 
—the product was 7/5. 130z. bread. | 

Same time—4lbs. of flour, of same quality, was 


Speaking of the lately established societies “for. 
“promoting American manufactures,” he has the. 
following remarks in a private letter to tl:e editor 
of the Reerster. We think he will pardon thc 
liberty taken in giving them to the public, if he 
can believe, with us, that they are calculated to 
subserve the public good : : 
“The greatest enemy we have to fear at the pre- 

sent juncture is that drowsy indolence and stupid 

lethargy into which we are apt to fall after cow- 
mencing an enterprize apparently with some degree 

-of spirit. We commence, with a boastful and noisy 

zeal, and continue a little while an enterprize of 

high and lofty promise, just far enough to shew 
that we are more than a match for our enemy to 
alarm him completely and to awaken all his strata- 





made up with 1 1-3 pint of water, 2-3 of a pint of| gems—we then fall asleep on the very threshold of 


yeast—product 6/6. 30z of bread. : 


MILK WATER 


Experiment No. 1—12/bs. of flour, 1/4. 
7oz. of yeast and 5 pints of milk, pro- lbs. oz. las. oz. 


dueed an advance of, per cent. 45 13 
Experiment No. 2—14lés. of flour, 1/0. 

7oz. of yeast, and 54 pints of milk— 

product, 20/bs. 80z. of bread, which 

is equal to, per cent. 46 7. 





Average, milk mixture, per cent. 46 2 

Experiment No. 3—14/lbs. of flour, 1/0. 

7oz. of yeast, and water—product, 

19/bs. 120z. of bread, which is, per 

cent. 41 2 
Ba periment No. 4—14ibs. of flour, 126. 

7oz. of yeast, 8 pints of milk, and 4 

pint of water—product 214/bs. bread 

—an advance equal to *53 8 
Experiment No. 5—3lés. of Indian corn 

meal, made into hasty pudding with 

water, 14/bs.superfine flour, 1/0. 7oz. 

of yeast, and 5 pints of water, pro- 

duced 21/bs. 40z.—per cent. 
Excperiment No. 6—3ilbs. of meal, made 

up as before, 14/ds of flour, 1/d. 7oz. 

of veast, 2 pints of water—product, 

23lbs. of bread—per cent. : 35 5 


25 00 








Average, per cent. 
Experiment No. 7—14lbs. of flour, 1/0. 
7oz. of “sotts,” and 4 pints of water 
—product, 193/bs. of bread; an in- 


crease of, per cent. 41 00 








American Manufactures. 


The intelligent and indefatigable Mr. Jsaac Briggs, 
who, perhaps, at least as well as any man in the U. 
States, understands the true operation of damestic 
manufactures on the welfare of a country; whose 
truth-directed pen is always followed by convic- 
tion, though conversion may not succeed to the 
desired extent, through the trammels of preju- 
d§jce and the bustle and connections of business 
—we are pleased to observe is still directing his 
efforts to the great concern of these establish- 
ments. If success does not crown his exertions 
to be useful, he certainly deserves it; ‘and the 
friends of manufactures have reason ‘to be proud 
of such a champion to advocate their cause. 


de a _— 





*T suspect some error in this experiment. 


victory, and quietly suffer the unsleeping enemy to 
gain possession of our arms and to tie our hands, 
; Afterwards when we feel the triumphant and in- 
sulting scourge, with anger and impotence, we 
kick, threaten and scold. If we can produce and 
keep up excitement enough to operate as a preven. 
tive of this disgusting lethargy, we shall deserve 
well of our country.” re ee 





tures,” held in Wilmington onthe Sih April, 
| Mr. fsauc Briggs offered the following resolu- 
tions, which, bemg considered, were unanimously 
| adopted. nig. 

|  #esolved, as the opinion of this society, that the 
surplus produce of the industry of any nation, be- 
yond the necessary wants of its own population, is 
the only sure foundation of its independence and 
wealth; .and its only means of supporting the ex- 
pences of its own government: That no nation cai 
sell more of its surplus produce than other nations 
have an interest in buying—this interest will always 
be the measure of value—a greater or less quantity 
may be exported, but the va/ue received in return 
will be regulated by the interest of the buying na- 
tion. : 

Resolved, That although the maxim be old and 
familiar, it is true, that’ a nation which imports a 
greater value than it can export, must soon become 
poor, distressed, in’ debt, atid finally despicable. 
The debtor is generally, in a certain measure § 
slave to his creditor—and this is true of nations as 
well as of individuals. Labor is the foundation of 
wealth—and the nation which ‘is wise enough to 
extend and multiply the objects of labor and to ap- 
ply it properly, so that every condition in society 
may find the most suitable employment, will have 
the smallest portion of idle population, and of 
course will, in its trade with other nations, ensure 
a balance in its favor, and plenty of specie, which 
is the conventional measure of value between aa- 
tions, the basis of confidence in every other circu- 
lating medium, and the oil which enables the grand 
political machine to perform. its functions with an 
easy, regular and prosperous motion. 

Resolved, That in our opinion, no maxim is more 
true than—“Let labor alone, and it will dest regu- 
late itself”—but it is true only when its application 
is complete and universal; when partially and im- 
perfectly applied it is not true. If ai/ nations would 


faithfully adhere to this maxim, in their inter-na- 
tional concerns, each nation might, not only safely 
do it, but would be unwise not ‘to do it, internally. 
When the regulations of other nations affect par- 
tially, and derange our industry, it is a duty we 





owe to ourselves, by countervailing regulations, 


Ata regular meeting of “the society of the state of: 
Delaware for the promotion of American manufuc- 
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restofe harmony, health and vigor to our own sys- 
tem. Whenever our government protects us 
arainst foreign interference and foreign competi- 
tion, we will petition them to “let our labor alone.” 

Resolved, That as we believe, the preceding pro- 
nositions are clearly founded in truth, and that the 
United States of America is on the verge of a crisis 
in which, if we do not avail ourselves of a prudent 
foresight, we shall be taught through extensive 
suffering that we must so far supply our own wants 
from our own internal labor, as to need no more 
from foreign nations than they need from us. If we 
need /ess, we shall have opened for ourselves a mine 
of wealth, richer than those of Mexico and Peru. 

Resolved, Thatas the natural effect of free govern- 
ment, there is so much good sense iy the people of 
the United States that they will not long remain 
ignérant of their true interests—that the prejudices, 
fabricated and circulated by self-interested men— 
such as that we wish to tax the great mass of our 
citizens employed in agriculture, to place in a hot- 
bed, and make the fortunes of those engaged in 
manufactures—will be dissipated like morning mists 
beforethe sun. Yet the noblest birth requires aid, 
and infancy requires fostering care: Therefore 

Resolved, That this society will unite its efforts 
with those of similar societies, who may concur in 
the measure, to collect and embody a statistical ac- 
count of our manufactures and of our industry gene- 
rally, with such remarks and observations on politi- 
eal economy, as may bring the subject fully and ef- 
fectually before congress at their next session, ac- 
companied by the emphatic woice of the people—a 
voice which, in our country, never speaks in vain: 
And that this society will appoint one or more de- 
legates, to meet, in convention, at the city of Wash- 
ington, during the next session of congress, or at 
any other time and place, such delegates as may be 
appointed by other similar societies, 

Resolved, That the president sign these resolu- 
tions, attested by the secretaries; and that the cor- 
responding committee be and they are hereby re- 
quested and enjoined to have printed five hundred 
copies, to communicate them to all similar societies 
of which they may have knowledge, and otherwise 
disseminate or dispose of the same, in such manner 
as they may deem mast conducive to the objects of 
this society. 

E. I. DUPONT, Vice-President. 

Setitecx Ossorn, Secretary. 


CIRCULAR. 
Wilmington, ( Del.) April 17, 1817. 

The committee of correspondence of the Society 
of the state of Delaware for the promotion of American 
manufactures, having been enjoined to communicate 
the enclosed resolutions—in the fulfilment of that 
duty, respectfully offer them to your consideration, 
together with the following remarks. 

The subject of internal economy has become very 
interesting to the people of the United States. Our 
embarrassments already make us fee/; and we shall 
feel more and more. This feeling while it awakens 
attention, should excite enquiry into the causes of 
our distress, until we are impelled to seek remedies 
for past, and, taught by experience, to establish pre- 
ventive guards against future errors, No class of 
people in our country is more deeply concerned in 
these inquiries than the cultivators of the soil; and 
although the evil may reach them later than their 
less favored brethren, the manufacturers, yet the 
calamity will finally be felt pressing on them, with 
a certain and destructive weight, and crushing down 


States avast and increasing amount of fragrments of 
opinion and correct knowledge. Light is widely 
spread and still spreading through every part of our 
land, and through every occupation. It appears to 
us very important that measures should be taken, 
without delay, to cancentrate these opinions and this 
knowledge into one clear, distinct, fond and empha- 
tic expression of the public will, addressed to con- 
gress at their next session, accompanied with a body 
of fucts, and remarks, so complete and so lucidly ar- 
ranged, as to dissipate daubt and enforce conviction, 
We apprehend that, as the cause is common to eve- 
ry part of the nation, the measures proposed would 
receive their best form and direction in a convention 
of delegates from the several societies. Should you 
concur in the measure, and such a convention be 
formed, how soon woulc it be practicable for it to 
meet at New-York or Philadelphia? Ifany thing is 
to be done, in this way, that it ought to be commenc- 
ed quickly is, we think, very obvious 

Signed by order and on behalf of the committee, 

ISAAC BRIGGS, Chairman. 


Land Offices. 


CIRCULAR TO THE REGISTERS OF THE LAND OFFICES OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 
General Land Office, April 29, 1817. 

Str—You will receive, with this, several blank 
forms of a Meteorological Register, to which I beg 
leave to request your attention. 

The United States have already established twven- 
ty land-offices, viz: at Detroit, in Alichizan; at Woas- 
ter, Steubenville, Marietta, Zanesville, Chiiicothe, 
and Cincinnati, in Ohio; at Jeffersonville, and Vin- 
cennes, in Indiana; at Kaskaskia, Shawneetown, and 
Edwardsville, in Jilinois; at Saint Louis, in Wissouri; 
at New-Orleans, Opelousas, and north of Red river, 
in Louisiana; at Huntsville, Washington, Saint Ste- 
phens, in the territory lately acquired from the 
Creeks, inthe Mississippi territory. 

These offices are dispersed over a space of about 
thirteen degrees of latitude and ten of longitude,* 

The three columns for temperature, winds, and 
weather, are ruled for three daily observations of 
each, viz. in the morning, at 2 P. M. and in the eve- 
ning. The column entitled miscellaneous observations 
is intended to comprehend a variety of objects, 
among which are the following, viz: 

1. The time of the unfolding of the leaves of 
plants. 

2. The time of flowering. 

3. The migration of birds, whether from the nort/i 
or south, particularly of swullows. 

4. The migration of fishes, whether to ar from the 
ocean, or other places and the time of their deposi- 
tion of spawn. 

5. The hybernation of other animals, the time of 
their going into winter quarters, and their re-appear- 
ance in the spring. 

6. The phznomena of unusual rains and inunda- 
tions. 

7. The phenomena of unusually severe droughts. 
The history of locusts and other insects in unusual 
numbers. 

8. Remarkable effect of lightning. 

9. Snow storms, hail-storms, hurricanes, and tor- 
nadoes—their courses, extent and duratian. 








] 





*«Longitude”’—extending from the greut northern 
lakes-to the gulf of Mexico, and including the river 
Mississippi, with the Ohio, Missouri, Fennessee, Rett 





heir energies. There exists already in the United 
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: | 
10. All facts concerning earthquakes and subter- 
fanean changes. : 
ws 11. Concerning epidemic and epizootic distem- 

ers. : 

12 The fall of stones, or other bodies, from the 
atmosphere. Meteors, their direction, apparent 
velocity, &c.—and, purticilarly, the interval between 
their apparent explosion and the hearing the re- 
port. . ra 

13 Discoveries relative to the antiquities of the 

Country. 

14. Memorable facts as to the topography of the 
country. 

A notice of any, or all 
be highly acceptable. 

I wish you to transmit your observations monthly, 
with your monthly offcial returns. : 

Whatever information may be thus obtained will 
be public property. 

- My only*object being the increase of our physical 


, of the above articles will 


knowledge of our country, I flatter myself you will} 


not think my request unreasonable. 

I have the honor te be, very respectfully yours, 
JOSIAH MEIGS. 

‘Fo the register of the land office at 











Pennsylvania Policy. 
Absiract of the general appropriation bills. 
FROM THE DOWNINGSTOWN REPUBLICAN. 
During the last session of the legislature, a law 
passed making the following appropriations. 
To aid the turnpike road to Pittsburg, $142,000 
To aid in making the Schuylkill navigable, 50,000 
Pittsburg, Butler, Mercer, and Meadville | 
turnpike, 

Turvpike from Reading to Hummelstewn, 
From the Willkesbarre and Easton turnpike, 
to intersect the Springhouse, Northamp- 

ton and Bethlehem turnpike, 
To improve the navigation of the Monon- 


35,000 


gahela, 30,000 
Cayuga and Susquehanna turnpike, 6,000 
Bellmont and Easton turnpike, 10,000 
Turnpike from Blueball, through New Hol- 

land, 12,000 


For a bridge over French creek, Venango, 2,000 
Bridgewater and Wi!lkesbarre turnpike, 10,000 
Milford and Owego turnpike, 15,000 


From Jersey shore through Montrose to 
Coudersdort, 

Gap and Newport turnpike, 

Huntingdon, Cambria and Indiana turn- 
pike, 

Lehigh navigation company, 

Turnpike from Beaver through Greens- 
burg to Petersburg in the state of Ohio, 

Downingstown, Ephrata and Harrisburg 


20,000 
10,009 


30,000 
30,000 


15,000 


turnpike rbad, 20,000 
Turnpike from Perkiomen bridge to Read- 
ing, | 13,000 


The governor is directed to subscribe for stock 
to the above amount in the several companies, 
from which government are to have their dividends 
of the proceeds. 

The following sums are appropriated for internal 
mprovements: 

For making a road from Lycoming across 

Towanda, 

From Millerstown up Susquehanna, 
Manhantango up do: 


2,000} 
700 
1,3004 


15,000 } 


15,000} 


a 


} 


j 


b 


For building piers in the Delaware at Ches- 


ter, | 8,000 
Improving the navigation of Big Mahoning - 
creek. ; | ; 800 
Red bank creek, 1,000 
Toby’s creek, 200 
Conemaugh, 3 1,500 
Road from Frankstown in Huntingdon, to 
the town of Conemaitigh, | 1,500 
Road from the north line of the state, in | 
Warren, to Meadvilte, 3,000 
Road fram Easton, down the river to’ Ro- 
mig’s; 2,000 
Road from Blair’s Gap to the Western boun- | 
dary of the state, — 3,000. 
Road from the White Deer mountaig through 
Ratling Gap into Nippinose valley, 500 
A road in Washington township, Westmore- 
land county, . ; ~ 500 
State road from Franklin county line to top 
of Sliding hill, 400. 
Road from Carlisle to Littleton, between 
Roxbury and Littleton, 1,600 
Road from Strasburg to the top of the se- 
cond mountain, — 200 
Road from Indiana to Pittsburg. 500 
Road from Mercer to Warren in Obio, 2,000: 
Improving the Glade road from top of Alle- 
ghany to Jones’ mill in Westmoreland, 1,000 
For making a bridge over Buffaloe creek, G00 
Do. bridge over Conewago creek, 1,500 
‘Do. do. over Loyalhanna, 2,006 
Improving the big Swatara creek, 300. 
Do. Delaware river from Easton to the falls 
of Trenton, 10,000 
Total, $521,100 


pS ee. 








British Statistics. 

| Abstract of the net produce of thearevenue, in the years 
ending Sth January, 1816, and 5th Jénuary, 1817: 
and also the total produce of the customs and excise. 



































Yearending Year ending 
CUSTOMS. Jan. 5,1816 Jan. 5, 1817. 
Customs, consolidated; #£4,;891,478  £4,979,154 
Ditto, annual duties, 2,469,144 2,393,201 
Ditto, war taxes, 3,126,900 1,008,366 
Total produce of customs, 10,487,522 8,380,721 
EXCISE. 
Excise, consolidated, 19,351,956 17,871,998 
Ditto, annual duties, 595,950 534,124 
Ditto, war taxes, 6,614,526 4,462,074 
Total produce of excise, 26,562,432 22,868,196 
Stamps, 5,865,413 5,969,721 
Post office, 1,548,000 1,426,000 
Assessed taxes, 6,214,987. 5,783,320 
Property tax, - 14,318,572 11,559,590 
Land taxes, 1,079,993 1,127,929 
Miscellaneous, 366,867 341,199 
Pensions, offices, &c. 16 4,016 
29,393,848 26,111,777 
Total net revenue, 66,443,802 57,360,694 





The Irish and Portuguese payments for the inte- 





Through Somerset, Fayette and Green, to 
the flats of Graye creek, 


rest on their respective debts, payable in England. 
4,000iare excluded from this statement, and t 
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anpropriated to the interest of loans charged on | 

fem, are included under the head of war taxes, to 

the quarter ending the 5th of July, 1816, inclusive, 
from which period the war duties of customs, 

(being made perpetual by.act 56, Geo, IIT. cap. 29) 

are included under the head of consolidated cus- 

toms. 

An account of the number of vessels, with the amount 
of their tonnage, and the number of men and boys 
usually employed in navigating the sume, which be- 
longed to the several ports of the British empire on 
the 30th of September, 1816; distinguishing Great 
Britain, Jreland and the British planiations in Ame- 
rica and the West-Indies. 

Men and boys, 
Ships. Tonnage. usually employed. 








England, 17,442 . 2,152,968 134,060 
Scotland, 2,958 263,536 18,775 
Ireland, 1,178. 63,229 5,681 
Plantations, 3,775 279,643 16,859 
Guernsey, 65 7,23¢ 494, 
Jersey, 77 7,992 636 
Isle of Man, 369 9,335 2,315 
Totlregist’d 

Sept. 30181 re: 25;864 23783,940  - 178,820 








T, E WILLOUGHBY. 
Custom-house, London, office of the 
| Register-General of Shipping, 6th March, 1817. 





win account of the official value of the exports from | 


\ Great Britain, in each year, from 1792, to 1816, 
both inclusive; distinguishing the value of British 
produce and manufactures, from that of foreign and 
colonial merchandize. 

OFFICIAL VALUE OF EXPORTS FROM GREAT BRITAIN. 
British produce Foreign and 


of the national debt, up to the 5th January, 1817: 
Tetal amount hased for G. Britain 
> and Ireland i aa ° ° - 338,101,058, 10,222,905!, 
Funded debt of G. Britain in perpetual re- 
deemabjJe annuities . ‘ -  « 311,853,172 10,199,032 


Excess redeemed . . « 





. 26,237,5861.. 








Treatment of Napoleon Bonaparte. 


by general count Montholen, to sir Hudson Lowe, 
British governor of the island of St: Helena. 
Genrrat—lI have received the treaty. of the 3d 
of August, 1815, concluded between his Britannic 
majesty, the emperor of Austria, the emperor of 
Russia, and the king of Prussia, which accompa- 
nied your letter of the 23d of July. 

The emperor Napoleon protests against the con 
tents of that treaty; he is not the prisoner of Engs' 
land. After having placed his abdication in the hands 
of the representatives of the nation for the advan- 
tage of the constitution adopted by the French peo- 
ple, and in favor of his son, he repaired: voluntarily 
and freely to England, with the view of living there, 
as a private individual, under the protection ofthe 
British laws. The violation of every law cannot 
constitute a right. The person of the emperor Na- 
polion is actually in the power of England, but he 
neither has been, nor is, in the power of Austria, 
Russia and Prussia, either in fact or of right, even 
according to the laws and customs of England, 
which never included, in the exchange of prisoners, 
Russians, Prussians, Austrians, Spaniards, or Por- 
tuguese, though united to these powers by treaties 
of alliance and making war conjointly with them. 

The convention of the second of August, conclu- 
ded fifteen days after the emperor was in England 
cannot have a right of any effect. It exhibits only 
a spectacle of the coalition of the four greatest pow- 
ers of Europe for the oppression of a single man!—a 
coalition which the opinion of every nation and alt 
the principles of sound morality equally disavow. 

The emperors of Austria and Russia, and the king 
of Prussia, having neither in fact or in right any 
claim over the person of the emperor Napoleon, 
could decide nothing respecting him. | 

Had the emperor Napoleon been in the power of 
the emperor of Austria, that prince would have re- 
collected the relations which religion and n&ture 
have formed between a father and a son—relations 











| 


which are never violated with mmpunity. 
He would have recollected that Napoleon had 


41,411,966 four times restored him to his throne: viz. at Leoben 


$1,578,495\in 1797—at Luneville in 1804—when his armies 
34,450,367 | were under the walls of Vienna—at Presburg in 
34,954,845, 1806, and at Vienna in 1809, when his armies had 
36,527,184! posession of the capital, and three fourths of the mo- 
34,566,571 |narchy! That prince would have recollected the 
34,554,267 | protestations he made to Napoleon at the bivouac 
50,286,900! in Moravia in 1806, and at the interview in Dresden 
45,869,859! in 1812. 


and colonial Total 
manufactures. merchandize. Exports. 
; Year. £ & £ 
. 1792 18,336,831 6,129,998 24,446,849 
1793 13,892,268 5,734,417 19,676,685 
1794 16,725,402 8,386,043 25,111,445 
1795 16,338,213 8,509,126 24,847,359 
1796 19,102,220 8,923,848 28,026,068 
1797 16,903,103 9,412,610 26,315,715 
. 1798 19,672,503 10,617,526 30,290,029 
| 1799 24,084,213 9,556,144 33,640,357 
1800 24,304,283 13,814,837 38,120,120 
1801 25,699,809 12,087,047 37,786,856 
1802 26,995,129 14,418,837 
1803 22,252,027 9,306,468 
1804 23,935,793 10,515,574 
1805 25,004,337 9,950,508 
1806 27,402,685 9,124,499 
1807 25,171,422 9,395,149 
1808 26,691,962 7,862,305 
1809 35,104,135 15,182,768 
4810 34,923,575 10,946,284 
1811 24,131,734 8,277,957 32,409,671 
1812 31,244,723 11,998,449 43,243,272 
1813 The records of this year destroyed by fire. 
1814 36,092, 167 20,499,347 56,591,514 
1815 445053,445 16,930,439 60,983,894 
1816 36,7 14,534 14,545,933 51,260,467 
WILLIAM IRVING, — 


Inspector general of the imports 


13th March, 1817. 


s 





and exports of Great Britain. 
Custom-house, London, 


Nutional debt.—Qapital stock purchased by or 
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Wwansferred to the commissioners for the reduction 


Had the person of the emperor Napoleon been in 
the power of the emperor Alexander, he would have 
recollected the ties of friendship contracted at Til- 
sit, Erfurth, and during twelve years of daily corres- 
pondence. 

He would have recollected the conduct of the 
emperor Napoleon the day after the battle of Aus- 
terlitz, when, though he could have made him with, 
the wreck of his army, prisoner, he contented him- 
self with taking his parole, and allowing him to ope- 
rate hjs retreat. He would have recollected the 
dangers to which the emperor Napoleon personally 
exposed himself in order to extinguish the fire at 





Moscow, and to preserve that capital for him—as- 


248731, 


Letter, by order of the emperor Napoleon; addressed © 
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suredly, that prince would never have violated the 
duties of friendship and gratitude towards a friend 
in misfortune. 

ifad the person of the emperor Napoleon been in 
the power. of the king of Prussia, that sovereign 
could not have forgotten that it depended on the 
emperor, after the battle of Friedland, to place ano 
ther prince on the throne of Berlin. He would not 
have forgotten in the presence of a disarmed enemy, 
the protestations of attachment and the sentiments 
of gratitude which he testified io him in 1812 at the 
interviews in Dresden. 


him to consider himself as never having reigned in 
France. 

The reason which determined him not to assume 
an incognito name, as he might have resotved to do 
on leaving France, were these: first magistrate for 
life, of the republic, under the title of first consul, 
he concluded the preliminaries of London and the 
treaty of Amiens with the king of Great Britian: 
und recieved as ambassadors, lord Cornwallis, Mr. 
} Mercy, and lord Whitworth, who resided in that 
quality at his court. 

He accredited to the king of England, count Otto 


It accordingly appears from articles 2 and 5, of} and general Andressi, who resided as ambassadors 
the treaty of the second of August, that these prin-! at Windsor. When, after an exchange of letters be- 


ces being incapable of exercjsing any influence over 
the disposal of the emperor, who was not in their 
power, accede to what may he done thereon by his 
Britannic majesty; who takes upon himself the 
charge of fulfilling every obligation. These prin- 
ces have reproached the emperor Napolean with 
having prefered the English laws to theirs. The 
false ideas which the emperor Napoleon had formed 
of the liberality of the laws England, and of the in- 
fluence of the opinion of a great, génerous and free 
people, over their government, decided him to pre- 
fer the protection of these laws to that of a father- 
in-law or anold friend. 


The emperor Napgleon had it in his power to 
secure, by a diplomatic treaty, whatever was per- 
sonal to himself, by putting himself either at the 
head of the army of the Loire, or at the head of 
the army of the Gironde, commanded by general 
Clausel; but wishing, henceforth, for nothing but 
retirement, and the protection of the laws of a‘free 
state, either English or American, all stipulations 
appeared to him unnecessary. He conceived that 
the English people were more bound by a conduct 
which was, on bis part, frank, noble, and full of 
confidence, than they would have been by the most 
solemn treaties. He had been deceived, but his 
error will for ever cause true Britons to blush, and 
will, in the peesent as well as the future genera- 
tions, be a proof of the bad faith of the English ad- 
ministration. 


Austrian and Prussian commissioners are arrived 
at St. Helena. If the object of their mission be 
the fulfilment of a part af the cuties which the em- 
perors of Austria and Russia have contracted by 
the treaty of the 2d of August, and to take care that 
the English agents in a small colony in the midst 
of the ocean, do not fail in the respect due to a 
prince connected with these sovereigns by the 
bonds of relationship, and so many other ties, proofs 
of the character which belong to those two mo- 
narchs will be recognized in this proceeding; but 
you sir, have declared that these commissioners have 
neither the right nor the power of giving any opi- 
nion on what may be passing on this rock. 


The English ministers have caused the emperor 
Napoleon to be transported to St. Helena, at the 
distance of 2000 leagues from Europe! This rock, 
situated within the tropics, and 500 leagues from 
any continent, is subject to the devouring heats of 
these latitudes. It is covered with clouds and fogs 
during three-fourths of the year, and is at once the 
most arid and the most humid country in the world. 
Such a elimate is most inimical to the health of the 
emperor, and hatred must have dictated the choice 
of this residence, as well as the instructions given 
by the English ministry to the officers commanding 
in the island. 

They have even been ordered to call the empe- 


tween the ministers for foreign affairs of the two 
monarchies, lord Lauderdale came to Paris invested 
with full powers from the king of England: he trea- 
ted with the plenipatentiaries possessing full pow- 
ers from the emperor Napoleon and remained for 
several months at the court of the Thuilleries; when 
lord Castleragh afterwards signed, at Chatillon, the 
ultimatum, which the allied powers presented to 
the plenipotentiaries of the emperor Napoleon, he 
recognized by that the fourth dynasty. This ulti- 
matum was more advantageous than the treaty of 
Paris, but in exacting that France should renounce 
Belgium and the left bank of the Rhine, it exacted 
what was contrary to the propositions of Frankfort 
and the proclamations of the allied powers—what 
was contrary to his oath, by which at his coronation 
the emperor swore to maintain the integrity of the 
empire. The emperor, besides, thought that these 
natural limits were necessary both for the security 
of France and to preserve the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope; he thought that the French nation in the situs 
ation in which it was, ought rather to run the ha- 
zard of all the chances of war than to depart from 
that policy; France had obtained this integrity, and 
would have preserved it with honor, if treason had 
not arrayed itself in aid of the allies. 

The treaty of the 2d of August, and the act of 
the British parliament called the emperor Napoleon 
— Bonaparte, and gave him only the title of general. 
The title of general Bonaparte is doubtless emi- 
néntly glorious—the emperor bore it at Lodi,at Cas- 
tiglione, at Elvoll, at Arcole, at Leoben, at. the 
Pyramids, at Aboukir; but for seventeen years he 
has borné that of first consul and emperor, which 
proves that he has been both first magistrate of the 
republic, and sovereign of the fourth dynasty.— 
Those who think that nations are flocks which be- 
long of divine right in certain families, do not be- 
long to the age nor do they participate in the spirit 
of the English legislature, which has several times 
changed the order of its dynasty because great 
changes had taken place in public opinion, in which 
the reigning princes not participating, they became 
enemies to the welfare of the great majority of the 
nation, for kings are only hereditary magistrates, 
who exist for the welfare of nations, and not na 
tions for the satisfaction of kings. 

It is in the same hateful spirit that orders have 
been given that the emperor Napoleon shall not be 
allowed to write or receive-any letters, unless they 
are opened and read by the English ministers and 
the officers at St. Helena. They have interdicted 
to him the possibility of receiving intelligence from 
his wife, his mother, his son, or his brothers; and 
when in order to avoid the inconvenience of hav- 
ing his letters read by subaltern officers, he wished 
to send Jetters sealed to the prince regent, he was 
told that the order could not be departed from, 
and that the letters must pass open, such being 





ror Napoleon, general, as if it were wished to oblige 


the instructions of the ministry, ‘This conduct 
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needs no observation; it gives rise, however, to 
‘strange ideas as to the spirit of the administration 
which could dictate what would be disavowed even 
at Algiers. Letters have arrived at St. Helena, for 
the officers in the suite of the emperor; they were 
broken open and transmitted to you, but you have 
not communicated them, because they did not 
come through the channel of the English ministry. 
Thus they had to go back 4000 leagues; and these 
officers had the grief of knogwing, that there was 
intelligence on the rock, from their wiyes, their mo- 
thers, their children, and that they could not know 
the nature of it for six months—the heart must so- 
lace itself. 

' They could nat obtain either the Morning Chro- 
nicle, the Morning Post, or any French journals.— 
Now and then a few stray numbers of the Times 
reached Longwood. In consequence of a request 
made on board the Northumberland, some books 
vere sent byt all those relative to the affairs of 
late years have been carefully kept back. He wish- 
ed to correspond with a bookseller in London, in 
order to have direct the hooks which he wanted, 
and those relative to the events of the day—this was 
prevented—An English author, having made a tour 
to France, and having published an accout of it in 
London, he took the trouble to transmit it to you, in 
order that it might be presented to the emperor; 
you thought proper not to transmit it kecause it was 
not sent to yau by tle express desire of your go- 
vernment. It is said also, that other books sent by 
<heir authors have not been trasmitted, because 
some of them were inscribed to the emperor Na- 
poleon, and others to Napoleon the Great. The 
English ministry is not authorised to order any of 
these vexations; the law, although unique, by 
which the British parliament regards the emperor 


barn for the company’s farm; the deputy govern- 
or of the island had since built same chambers; it 
served him for a country house, but it was not in 
a proper habitable state; workmen have been em- 
ployed at it for a year, and the emperor has heen 
continually suhjected to the inconvenience and 
wasalubrity of inhabiting a house in the. progress 
of buiiding. The chamber in which he sleeps 
is too small to contain a bed of ordinary dimensions, 
but every alteration at Longwood prolongs the 
inconvenience of having workmen there. There 
are, however, im this miserable territory, beautiful 
situations, presenting fine trees, gardens, and 
vood houses. There is besides, Plantation house; 
hut the positive intructions of government for- 
bade you from giving up this house, although 
much expence would thereby have been saved to 
your government—an expence incurred in fitting. 
up at Longwood a hut, covered with paper, which 
is already unserviceable. 

You have interedjcted all correspondence be- 
tween us and the inhabitants of the island—you 
have, in fact, placed the house at Longwood az 
secret-—you have even prevented any communica- 
tion with the officers of the garrison; it seems, 
therefore, to be your study to deprive us of the 
little resource which this miserable territory af- 
fords, and we are here just as we should be on the 
insulted and uninhabited rock of Ascension.-— 
During the four months that you have been at St. 
|Helena, you have, sir, rendered the situation of 
the emperor much worse. Count Bertrand has 
observed to you that you even violate the laws of 
your legislature, and that you trample under foot 
the rights of general officers, prisoners of war.— 
You have repiied, that you act according to the 
letter of your instructions, and that your conduct 





Napoleon as a prisoner of war, has never prohibit- 
ed prisoners of war from subscribing to journals or 
receiving printed books—such a prohibition only 
takes place in the dungeons of. the inquisition, 
The island of St. Helena is ten leagues in circum- 
ference; at is inaccessible every where; brigs sur- 
round the coast; posts are stationed on the shore 
within sight of each other, which render impracti- 
cable any communication with the sea. There is 
only one small town’ (James’ town,) where there is 
ah anchorage, and where vessels toych. ‘To pre- 
vent an individual from quitting the island, it is 
sufficient to guard the shore by land and sea. To 
Jay an interdict on the interior of the island can, 
therefore, have no ather object than to deprive him 
of a promenade of from eight to ten miles, which 
it would be possible to make on horse back, and 
the privation of which will shorten the life of the 
emperor. The emperor has been established at 
Longwood, exposed to every wind, and where the 
land is sterile and uninhabitable, without water, and 
not susceptible of any cultivation. ‘There is a cir- 
cuit marked out of about 1200 toises, at about 11 
or 1200 distance a camp is established on a hill, 
und another camp in an opposite position at the 
same distance; in short, in the midst of the heat 
of the tropic there is nothing to be seen but camps. 
Admiral Malcolm having learnt the utility which 
the emperor would derive from a tent in that situ- 
ation, caused one to be set up by the sailors, at 
twenty paces distance in front of the house; it was 
the only place in which a shade could be found.— 
The emperor had as much reason to be satisfied 
With the spirit that animated the officers and sol- 
diers of the brave 53d regiment, as he had been 
with the crew of the Northumberland. 
The house at Longwood was built to serve as a 


to us is not worse than what is dictated by them. 
I have the honor to be, 

| Your very humble and very ob’dt. serv’t, 

' (Signed) 

| The general Count DE MONTHOLON, 

| After T had signed this letter, I received your’s 
of the 17th August, in which you subjoin the ac- 
(count of ay anuual sum of 20,0001. sterling, which 
{you consider indispensable for the support of the 
expences of the establishment at Longwood, after 
having made all the reductions which you thought 
possible. We do not think we have any thing to 
do with the discussion of this point—the table of 
the emperor is scarcely provided with strict ne- 
cessaries, and all the provisions are of the worst 
quality. You ask of the emperor a fund of 12,000/. 
sterling, as your government will only allow 2,0000. 
for all the expences. I have already had the 
honor of informing you that the emperor had no 
funds, that for a year past he had neither written 
nor received any letter, and that he is altogether 
‘ignorant of what has passed, or 1s passing in Eu- 
rope. Transported by force to this rock, without 
being able to write or to: receive any answer, the 
emperor is entirely at the mercy of the English 
agents. The emperor ‘has always desired, and is 
still desirous, to provide himself for all his ex- 
pences, of whatever nature, and he will do it as 
soon as you render it possible by taking off the in- 
terdiction laid upon the merchants of the island, 
with regard to his correspondence, and directing 
that it should not be subjected to any inquisition 
on your part or by any of your agents. ‘Thence- 
forth the wants of the emperor would be known 
in Europe, and those persons who interested them. 
selves in his behalf, might send him the funds ne- 
eessary to provide for them. 
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The letter of lord Bathurst, which you have com- 
municated to me, gives birth to strange ideas. Are 


any one wish these sentinels to be removed altoge, 
ther just at the time when it was most likely that 


your ministers then ignorant that the spectacle of| he should escape ? 


a great man in captivity and adversity is a most 
sublime spectacle? Are they ignorant that Na- 
poleon at St. Helena, in the midst of persecution 


. of every description, to which he opposes nothing 


but serenity, is greater, more sacred, and more 
venerable than when seated upon the first throne 
in the world, where for so long a time he was the 
arbiter of kings? Those who, in such a situation, 
are wanting to Napoleon are blind to their own 
character and that of the nation Which they re- 
present, MONTHOLON. 





TPThis letter occasioned an interesting: debate in 
the British parliament and formed the ground. 
work of lord Holland’s motion for an enquiry into 
the personal treatment of the ex-emperor.. The} 
charges contained in it, however, were denied 
by the English ministry, on which lord Holland’s 
motion failed. ‘The following is from a London 
paper of March 11— 


3. Soon after Bonaparte’s arrival at St. Helena, 
he expressed a wish for some books to complete 
his library, and a list was made out by general 
Bonaparte himself, and transmitted to this country. 
This list was sent to an eminent French bookseller 
in this town, with other orders to supply such of 
the books as he had, and to obtain the rest from 
other booksellers. As several of the books were 
not to be obtained in London, the bookseller was 
desired to write to Paris forthem. He accordingly 


obtained some of them from Paris. These books 


to the amount of 13 or 14007. worth, were sent, with 
an explanation of the circumstances which prevented 
the others from having been sent. 

Newspapers have been refused, from a knowledge 
that attempts have been made, through them, to hold 
‘correspondence with him. 

4. He might have sent any letter to the prince 
regent, but not sealed. The ministers, who are 
responsible, must know the nature of such a letter, 














We cannot help differing with those who are in- 
clined to blame lord Holland for bringing forward | 
his motion yesterday, relative to the treatment of; 
Bonaparte. For it drew forth a decisive and ofh-; 
cial refutation of all the complaints of ill treatment! 
allezed against our government; it exposed the! 
Mean and base arts which had been resorted to, to! 
calumniate us, and it proved beyond the possibility 
of doubt the absolute necessity of applying to Bo- 
Maparte the most wacthful and incessant restric- 
tions. For the sake of more clearness we shall state 
the heads of the charges (A.) and secondly the re- 
futations (B.) 


but it would certainly have reached his royal high- 

ness. He may likewise. send and receive letters 

from his wife or relations, but they must be opened: 

they will then be sent as addressed. Only one of 

his relations, his brother Joseph, has written to 

net and that letter was forthwith furwarded to 
im. 

5. No attempt has been made to prevent him from 
writiny any account of his life. 

6. Eight thousand a year has been deemed a fair 
permanent allowance for his maintenance; but Sir 
Hudson Lowe thinking the establishment of Bona- 
parte could not be provided for suitably under 





(A.) 1. The charges are, that he has been ex- 
posed to additional restrictions with respect to the 
space allotted him for exercise. 

2. That at those hours most proper for exercise, 
all ingress or egress from Bonaparte’s residence, 
Longwood, are imterdicted. 

3. That he was prevented from procuring such 
books as he may want, or from subscribing to the 
journals. 

4. That he is not allowed to send a sealed letter 
to the prince regent, nor to correspond with nor 
receive letters from his wife, friends, or relatives. 

5. That he is debarred the means of writing an 
account of his former acts.’ 

6. That the sum of his maintenance has been 


reduced to 8000/. a year, and that the supplies for] 


his table are scanty and inadequate. 
Such are the charges. ‘The refutations are as 


follows: 
(B.) 1. During the first period of his canfinement 


vide or walk in without the attendance of any offi- 
cer—which range had not been reduced till it had 
been found that he had abused that confidence re- 
posed in him by tampering with the inhabitants. 
That range was now reduced to eight miles instead 
of twelve, and within that boundary he might at 
present walk without the attendance of any officer. 
Beyond those limits he might go over any part of 
the island, attended by an officer of rank not lower 
than a captain in the army. 

2. Though he has not free passage through the 
island after sun-set he may atany hour walk in his 
garden. Sentinels are stationed there after sun-set, 
and he expressed his dislike to walk when he was 
thus watched. Sir H. Lowe, with every desire to 
attend to his wishes, after that, fixed the sentinels 


12,0007 a year, the latter sum was immediately 
agreed to. 

With respect to provisions and wine, it need only 
ta be stated, that for nine persons, the number con- 
nected with Bonaparte, there are allowed eleven 
dozen of wine; (Claret, Champagne, &c.) weekly. 

Such, then, is the manner in which we treat Bona- 
parte—a manner in which, if there be‘any room for 
condemnation, we are quite sure it will not be on 


the score of its being too illiberal, harsh, or 


vindictive. Thanks, we repeat, are due to lord Hol- 
land for affording so oficial and decisive an op- 
portunity of putting down the charges brought 
against us. 





ee 


Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 

Summany.— London dates of March 29—Many ar- 
rests have been made in Scotland. Coddett has dis- 
continued the publication of his Political Register, 
and published a farewell address in the London 
“Statesman,” of March 25. Lord Castlereagh had 
declared it the intention of government to observe 
a strict neutrality between Spain and her.revolted 
colonies. The princess of Wales, curiously attended 
by several Furks, was at Munich, March 25. 3 or 
400 vessels had been chartered to bring wheat from 
the Baltic. Seven officers of the army broke their 
swords when they heard of the suspension of the 
habeas corpus, and immediately prepared to em- 
bark for the United States. Gen. Boyd, late of the 
U. S. army, has been presented to the prince regent 
by general Drummond. The royal assent has been 
given to the “royal marine military bill.” 


arrived at New-York, in the ship Importer. 





‘) places where they would look on him. Would 


Tea.—The amount of tea consumed in Englanc. 





Latrer.—Wiiliam Codbbett and his two sons, have. 
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in 1814, was 24,640,000/6s. and the duty on it, sold rers, with relation to the importation of foreign 


for internal consumption, amounted to -4,130,000/. 
‘Last year the consumption was 20,480,000/és. and 
the duty Collected less than 3,000,U00/—a great 
falling off in two years. 

The prince regent is extolled to the skies be- 
cause, to relieve the people of Great Britain, he 
has proffered to resign 50,000/. of bis income de- 
rived for personal services. A single supper that he 
gave cost the nation as much, and, the wedding 
dress of his daughter relieved the treasury of a like 
sum. The following bill of expenditures may sirvew 
the value of the sacrifice he has made in his 50,000/. 
relief. 

George, prince regent. 
Fyrniture for Carlton-house and the 

Pavilion, for one gvarter, ending 

in July, 

For work done.at Carltonhouse, un- 


1. 20,451 15 6 


der the direction of Mr, Wyatt, 6,900 00 
Ditto, under the direction of Mr. 

Nash, 22,600 00 
For the breeding stud at Hampton, 

and inclosing the paddocks, &c. 22,418 18 4 
Coachmaker, for one quarter, 2,300 O 0 
Laceman, for do. 1,600 00 
Harnessmaker, for do. 6,175 00 
For journies with the emperor, and 

king of Prussia, &9c. 19,000 00 
Expence of the preparations for a 

grand fete, ball and concert, at 

Carltonhouse, including the tem- 

porary room in the garden, 26,500 0 0 





1.118,945 13 10 
FRANCE. : 

A work, called “‘ Carnot,” has been seized in the 
press, at Paris. 

Marshal Macdonald, it is said, is about to-marry 
mad. Murat. 

Nineteen theatres are daily opened for the amuse- 
ment of the Parisians—and things seem settling 
down to their old establishment. 

The Freneh papers are duliness itself—the re- 
ciara of the liberty of the press has destroyed its 

ife. 

Paris, March 17.—The clergyman who refused 
to give absolution to.a young lady, on the eve of her 
marriage, because her intended husband, M. Pic- 
ard, was a dramatic writer, has been condemned to 
one month’s detention at the seminary, by the me- 
tropolitan chapter. 

SPAIN. 

The property of the “prince of peace” still re- 
mains under sequestration in Spain. 

_By a decree of March 2, fifty-five books are pro- 
hibited by the Spanish government. 

ITALY. 

The emperor of Austria has proposed to the king 
of Sardinia to make, at their common expence, a 
canal from the Adriatic to the Gulph of Genoa. 

The pope has restored the little republic of St. 
Marino. 

Preparations are making at Leghorn for transpor- 
tation of the archduehess, Leopoldine, to the Bra- 
zils, where she is to marry a Portuguese prince. If 
she will wait a little, this purpose may be effected 
Without a voyage across the Atlantic, perhaps. : 

GERMaNyY, &c. 

An Austrian frigate of 36 guns, is about to sail 
from Tri@ste for the Brazils with an ambassador. 

The editors of the Prussian newspapers, have 
been, it is said, forbidden to insert any articles re- 


goods. Some violent sallies upon this subject ure 
supposed to have given rise to the prohibition. 
RUSSIA. ; 

Vessels are ditting in Russia for another voyage of — 
discovery. ‘They have already one vessel out on 
such a voyage. . 

The prodigious exportation of grain from Odessa 
forms a striking article in the German papers.— 
They state, that last year there were exported from 
that place, im 1366 ships, goods to the amount of 
5,406,000 roubles, and only to the amount of 408,600 
roubles imported. Among the 846 large ships which 
arrived, were 407 Russians, 258 English, 101 Aus- 
trian, 25 French, 23 Turkish, 15 Swedish, &c. 

Augsburgh, March 9.—Scarcely had the peasants 
of Esthonia been declared free, when already an 
important step is taken in Courland, to restore the 
rights originally common to ali classes of society. 
At the assembly of the states at Miethu, the mili- 
tary governor of the Province, Marquis Palucci, ex- 
pressed the wish of the emperor— 

“That the nobility of Courland, following the 
example of civilized states, might secure the re- 
spectable class of husbandmen, in their relations, by 
express laws.”?—‘‘Born,” said the speaker, “in a 
country (Italy) where without personal freedom 
every one thinks the existence of man destroyed, 
I should feel myself supremely happy, if I could 
see m my new country, the class of peasants 
elevated by giving them a legal existence to a free 
sphere of action, and their lot secured by law formed 
with the assistance of your own deliberations. 

The intellectual improvements which had advanc- 
ed in emulation of the parent state, cannot be deaf 
to the imperious voice of the spirit of the times.— 
With the liberality of sentiments that distinguishes 
your illustrious body, it must appeat to you a slight 
sacrifice to transfer the authority exercised by your- 
selves to the regular appointed judge, as it must be 
easy for you to renounce the idea, that, in order-to: 
improve the political existence of the peasantry, a 
certain maturity must be waited for. Whereas itis 
precisely the state of slavery, which notwithstanding 
all physical advantages, opposes invincible obstacles 
to this maturity.” 

The nobility hereupon declared themselves ready 
to answer to the paternal desires of the monarch, ' 
and, by contributing to the improvement of the si- 
tuation of the peasantry, to show themselves wor-- 
thy of the emperer’s confidence. 

ASIA, 

The rajah of Nepaul and his son have died of the 
small pox, lately introduced into and making dread- 
ful ravages among the people. One of his wives, a 
concubine, and five of their attendants, were burnt 
alive on his funeral pile, aocording to the terrible 
forms of the east. : 

The Canton viceroy and mandarins are said to 
have assured captain Maxwell, that the firing on 
the British frigate Alceste, was entirely owing to 
mistake—as it was intended to salute him. 

The Prussian captain, Gallewnin, three years a 
prisoner at Japan, is about to publish a narfative. 

A French frigate and corvette are about to sail to 
survey New-Holland. ‘The British have also given 
orders for a sutvey. 

Calcutta, December 16, 1816.—We copy the fol- 
lowing singular advertisement from the Madras Ga- 
zette of November 16th. Our readers may smile at 
the credulity of the Newaub, but we believe him to 
have been very sincere, in the expectations held 
out by his notice: 





specting the interests of the Prussign mamefactu:! 


__“Notiga—Nawaub Majood ull Dowlah Behauger, 
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begs to inform his friends and the public, that the generous North Americans; to whom this Couniry | 


Mohurrum Feast commences on Friday the 22d of 


November instant, and will continue till the S0th 
of the said month of November, and Nawaub Ma 
jood ali Dowlah Behauder also begs to inform, that 
he will celebrate the said feast in the Mount road, 
at a spacious upper roomed house, called Ubbaussy 
Baug, at the corner of the road leading to the late 
Mr. Fallofield’s garden, and which will be very 
beautifully performed with abundance of lights, &c. 
The lighting, &c. will begin at 7 every night, and. 
end at three (3) in the next morning, with lights of 
every kind to the amount of 50,000. 

“The friends and public of every description who 
wish to come and see the same, no prevention will 
be made from the above said date to the end of No- 
vember, in Ubbaussy Baug, or place of worship; in 
the first entrance of the house a row of lights will 
be placed and chairs, &c. will be put in a verandah, 
facing the image; and also Nawaub Majood ull Dow- 
lah Behauder, trusts that gentlemen or ladies of 
any description will sit in the said varandah; there 
are railings put and he trusts that no person will go 
within the same, and he further begs to inform that 
the same, is a very devoted place, and if any person 
or persons make a supplication for any thing such 
us for having issue, wealth, &c. and promising to 
make an offering to the said place; the diety will in 
the space of one year or six months comply with 
their request, for many persons of different descrip- 
tions have supplicated many things which were 
complied with, and he further begs to state that the 
same lighting, &c. willagain be performed on the 
following days, viz.— 

On the 2d December, 9th December, 19th Decem- 
ber, Sth January, 1817, 6th January, 7th January, 
8th January, 16th January, 17th January, 18th Janu- 
ary.” 

WEST-INDIES. 

It is stated that the British naval force, on the 
Jamaica station, is to be augmented by the addi- 
tion of ten sloops of war—to keep in check the arm- 
ed vessels of Spain and her revolted colonies. 

The people of Cuba are said to be “‘well-inclined” 
to the patriots—often coming off at night and sup- 
plying the privateers with provisions, from which 
some infer that the island will shake off its alle- 
giance to Ferdinand. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The port of Pernambuco is declared open to all 
hations—the Portuguese excepted. The new go- 
vernment, it is said, have sent an account of their 
proceedings to the United States. Every thing 
seems to go on very well there. A letter from Per- 
nambuco safs, “this province or captaincy contains 
three millions of inhabitants.” This cannot be true 
—the population of all Brazil, exclusive of Indians, 
can hardly exceed that number, scattered over an 
immense territofy. The city of Pernambuco may 
contain about 45,000 inhabitants, and is a place of 
great trade, last year exporting 17,000 bales of cot- 
ton to England. ‘lhe people are much attached to 
those of the United States. 

The present head of the new government is Do- 
mingos Jose Martins—reported to be exceedingly 
well qualified fdr the station. 

The royal governor of Chili was captured at Val- 
paraiso, where he was about to embark with two 
millions of dollars. 

Washington’s birth day was celebrated in high 
stile at Buenos Ayres, by the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States then at that place, joined by some dis- 
tinguished 8. A. patriots. The toasts were good— 
Gen. Carrera gave the following yolunteer—"Th 


is in gratitude eternally bound.” 

It was believed at Cadiz that two of the patriot 
privateers, joining their forces, had captured, after 
a smart action, a very rich galleon, destined for 
that port, off the Canaries. We hope it is true! 

A Carthagenian privateer off the Balize is report- 
ed to have captured a Spanish vessel with 500,0008 
in specie on board, and a cargo of Guatamala indigo 
nearly of the same value! 

While half a dozen Spanish vessels of war are in 
Havana, their active enemies, the patriot privateers, 
often capture vessels and carry them off within 
sight of the Moro castle. 

(PThat the South Americans will ultimately 
work out their emancipation, (unless a stronger 
power than that of Spain and Portugal, united, 
shall be raised up against tliem in Europe, of which, 
happily, there is not any prospect at present) is ap- 
parently certain. But, as observes a friend, in a 
letter to the editor of the Reersrer—“‘it will ne- 
“cessarily be a long and suffering struggle; and 
‘‘without it they would not be prepared for the 
“correct estimate or right enjoyment of liberty.— 
“they are now at school, and must. pass through 
“all the gradations befure they can become free- 
“men. England is what bad men have made her— 
‘poor and miserable; and so she will continue until 
“church and state are severed, and mind assumes 
“the power which now is in the hands of appetite. 
“If the United States will open their eyes to their 
“true interests, and depend on their own industry 
‘and resources instead of those of Europe, they 
‘may soon beoome truly independent—and not ea; 
“sily so without it.” 








Indian Captives. 


FROM THB GEORGETOWN (KY.) PATRIOR 

That a number of prisoners taken since the com- 
mencement ofthe late war by the indians, yet re- 
main, we fear there can be no doubt. Some time in 
the month of January last, we received information 
by the return of one of our citizen soldiers, detain- 
ed in indian captivity, that there were a number of 
American captives, yet behind, in the same situation 
(perhaps on lake Huron.) He also gave particular 
information of a musician, by the name of Fant, or 
Vant, who was in possession of an indian near Que- 
bee. 
We have received for publication the following 
copies of letters, the result of enquiries made by 
our government on that subject. 


Copy ofa letter from Richard Rush, acting secretary ¢ 
state, to col. R. M. Johnson, dated, 
Department of state, Mach 19, 1817. 
Sirn—I have the honor to send you the copy of a 


letter from Mr. Bagot, to this department, and its 
enclosure, one to him from the governor general of 
Canada, on the subject of eertain American prison- 
ers, whe were supposed to be still held in captivity 
by the indians upon lake Huron, ii whose cases you 
have taken so much interest. 

It would seem, from governor Sherbrook’s letter, 
that no such person as Thomas Fant or Vant, parti- 
cularly mentioned by you, was kaown to ever have 
been in Quebec. As governor Sherbrooke says, 
however, that some indiviquals may possibly be yet 
in captivity in the neighborhood of lake Huron, 
(meaning, it is presumed, American citizens,) and 
that he would avail himself of any informatron 
}which might be communicated through this govern: 
ment, for the discovery of such, with a view te their 





rglease gnd their restoratiyn to their families ag? 





=< 























































unity 


atriot 
after 
l for 
J 

port- 
008 
digo 


re in 
eers, 
ithin 


ately 
nger 
ited, 
rich, 
$ ap- 
In a 
l ne. 
and 
the 
y— 
ugh 
ree- 
er— 
intil 
mes 
tate. 
heir 
stry 
they 
, €a- 


re- 
ein 
tion 
ain- 
r of 
tion 
ular 
or 
ue- 


ing 


y of 


ms 

f a 
its 
| of 
on- 
‘ity 
Jou 


er, 
'ti- 
Ve 
ys, 
yet 
on, 
nd 
ron 
rn: 
eir 


nd 
. 


friends, you will readily, Iam fully persuaded, fur- 
Nish this department with all the information that 
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ou may obtain on this subject. 
I have the honor to he, with very great respéct and 
consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH, Acting secretdry of staie. 
Hon. Aichard M. Johnson. 





Copy of a letter from H. B. M. minister to the acting 
secretary of stute, dated, 
Washington, Marth 15, 1817. 

Sin—Upon the receipt of Mr. Monroe’s letter ot 
the 28th January last, respecting certain American 
prisoners who were supposed still to be held in cap- 
tivity by the indians upon lake Huron; I lost no time 
in writing to the governor general’ of Canada, re- 
questing that he would direct a minute enqtury to 
be made into all tire circumstances stated in Mr. 
Monroe’s note, and in the event of its appearing 
that the prisoner in question, or any other citizen of 
the United States were still frorcibly detained by the 
indians, that he would use his utmost endeavors to 
procure their immediate release. 

I have now the honor to enclose to you a copy of 
the letter which I have received from sir John Sher- 
brooke, upon the subject of these prisoners. 

From this letter there appears reason to hope that 
the information which has been given in respect to 


them, may be found to be correct; but the governor } 


general will not cease to use every exertion in his 
power to ascertain their fate, and if the government 
of the United States can furnish me with any addi. 
tional information which may serve, in any degree, to 
assist his excellency in his enquiry, I shall not fail 
to put him immediately in possession of it. 


I have the honor to be, with the highest consider- | _ 


ation, sir, your most obedient humble servant. 
CHARLES BAGOT. 
The Hon. R. Rush. 





Copy of a letter from sir John Sherbrooke, governor ge- 
neral of Canada, to his excellency Charles Bagot. 


Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, Feb. 19, 1817. 


Str—On the subject of Mr. Monroe’s letter, I have 
made every possible enquiry here, and cannot learn 
that the American therein mentioned of the name of 
Fant or Vant, was ever, in Quebec, 

You will naturally perceive how highly improba- 
ble it is, that an indian, having’a prisoner in his pos- 
session, which they were invariably, as far as possi- 
ble, prevented during the war from retaining, should 
ever have brought him to Quebec. But if an indian 
had so done, it is scarcely necessary that I should 
remark to you, how absolutely impossible it is, in 
such a city as this, he could at any time, much less 
in peace, detain in custody an American citizen 


against his consent; and this too while numbers of| white, black and green. 


the inhabitants of the United States are visiting or 
residing among us. 

After the most minute enquiry, I cannot learn 
that Joseph Faudrie himself, the informant of the 
circumstance referred to, has been in Quebec, and 
can hardly conceive it credible that he could have 
been brough here a prisoner in custody of an indian. 

It is, however, possible, notwithstanding all the 
efforts of our officers and troops to prevent it, that 
their may yet be some individuals in ¢aptivity in the 
neighborhood of lake Huron. On this subject I have 
not failed to write imediately to that part of the 
country,and you may assure the government of the 
United States, that if I can discover, or if they can 


etlect their release and restoration to their families 
and friends. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. &e. | 
J. C. SHERBROOKE. 
His ex. the vizht hon. Charles Bagot. 





The following article, from the Sag Harbor Re- 
corder of last week, proves that governor Sher- 
brooke was mistaken in supposing that there were 
no Americans in captivity by the Indians in the 
neighborhood of Quebec: 

“The schooner Lydia, Johnson, from Quebec for 
New-York, having sprung aleak at séa, was run on 
shore in Long-Island Sound, near a place éalled the 
Old Man, on Tuesday morning last. Came passen- 
ger in the Lydia, Benjamin Powell, John Brown, 
Elizabeth Smith and Sarah Roberts, all of whom have 
been prisoners to the Indians; by whom Mr. P’s wife 
and five children were murdered. Mr. P. after hav- 
ing been cut and mangled in a most shocking and 
barbarous manner, was left on the floor of his own 
house for dead; but fortunately some of the Indians 
returned in a few days, and finding him alive, took 
him, bound up his wounds, and, by the aid of an In- 
dian doctor, cured him. Mr. P. has lost the ase of his 
right arm, by a cut with the tomohawk, in the 
shoulder. Mr. P. states that he, and three others, 
were sold to a Mr. Randal M‘Donald, an Indian 
trader, for five gallons of rum. Mrs. Smith and 
Roberts had both their husbands and several chil- 
dren murdered by the savages. Mr. P. left this 
place on Wednesday last for New-London, and from 
thence to Providence (R. 1.) the place of his nati- 
vity. ‘The other passengers in the schooner have 
gone to New-York.” 








CHRONICLE, 
Mr. Grosvenor, late a member of congress, from 
New-York, recently died at Baltimore. And Mr. 
King, late also a member from Massachusetts, has 
died at Saco. 
The freight bills of the steam-boat Etna, from / 


$22,000. 

New-York election —There has been a warm con- 
test in the city of New-York for assemblymen— 
Clintonians and Anti-Clintonians. The latter beat 
the former by a majority of 1900 votes. 

American vert antique marble.—A quarry of very 
beautiful marble was not long since discovered at 
Milford, Connecticut, and is now worked. A small 
supply has been received at Baltimore, by one of 
our stone-cutters, who advertises that he is ready 
to receive orders to work it up. This marble is of 
singular beauty—the ground color is chiefly of grey 
and blue, interspersed with elouds, spots and veins of 
It takes a fine polish; and 
for those purposes where elegant ornaments are re~ 
quired, renders us independent of the old world. 

Indian hostility —The late outrages of the south- 
ern Indians are attributed to the continued intrigues 
of the infamous JVoodbdine, now said to be resident 
at the mouth of Sewanee, where there is a fort and 
block house. Besides exciting the Indians to mur- 
der and robbery, it seems he is carrying on a trade 
with Cuda, in slaves, inveigled from the United 
States. Government appears to be impressed with 
some facts of this nature, from the late marching of 
troops for the Lower Creek country; and if it be true, 
that Woodbine has a fort and is carrying an the ope- 
rations attributed to him, we hope it may meet the 
fate of that at Appalachicola. If the Spaniards lose 





by further information, assist me in discovering 
any suph, fo exertions shalt be spared by mg to 


their neutral character, why should we rtspect it? 


New-Orleans to Louisville, amounted to more than 
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if they are unable to control such proceedings, we 
must do it. 

Many emigrants are arriving from Europe—some 
of whom, it is stated, bring with them a good deal 
of money, 

Wheat.—This grain, which was so promising a 

few days.ago, we are told, is very extensively in- 
jured by the Hessian fly. 

Dreadful. The following is from the (Baltimore) 
Mercliants*Coffee House books: 

Capt. M’Donald, of the British.schooner Marga- 
ret, reports that on Monday last .at half past 6 
o’clock, P. M. when he came into the bay, disco- 
vered a-Buenos Ayres brig, commanded. by eom. 
Chaytor and a:schooner under the same flag, (for- 
merly the Romp). anchored a short distance from 
her, near cape Henry—a pilot boat was near the 
schooner supposed to be delivering powder,, when, 
says capt. M.’ “the most shocking spectacle I ever 
witnessed was in the explosion ofthe schooner; she 
ascended theair in a blazeoffire, and not a vestige 
of her-was .afterwards seen; the boat near her is 
supposed to have shared the same fate; the concus- 
sion was so great, and shook my vessel. so, we 
thought she had struck the ground” | It is since 
reported by Thomas’ pilot boat, that 22 lives were 
lost in the schooner. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Whereas by an act entitled “an act providing for 
the sale of the tract of land at the lower rapids of 
Sandusky river,” passed on the 27th day of April, | 
1816, it was enacted that all the lands in the said 
tract, except the reservations made in the said act, 
should be offered for sale to the highest bidder, at 
Wooster, in the state of Ohio, under the elirectien 
of the register of the land office, and the receiver of 
public monies at. Wooster, and on such day or days 
as shall, by a public proclamation of the president 
of the United, be designated for that purpese: And 
whereas by an act entitled “an act providing for the 


ution. It was lately raised by means of a diving: 
bell, in four fathoms’ water, partly imbedded in the 
sand. It appears to be no way injured, corroded 
or incrusted, by lying between thirty and forty 
years on the sandy bottom of the river. It is stated 
to have been lost before or about the taking of 
Cornwallis at York, by general Washington. 

The slings gave way while lowering the ¢annon 
into a scow, intended to convey it to the shore; 
but its enormous weight burst the scow asunder, 
and it wentto the bottom. 

Upon examining the piece, it was found to mea- 
sure 11 feet 10 inches in length, and_ its calibre 
capable of carrying a 32-pound ball. It is elegant- 
ly carved.about the butt end and other places, and 
contains several inscriptions and deviees. On the 
upper part near the muzzle, are the words, “Le 
Divertissant, which appear to have been meant as 
a name for the piece, and may. be properly trans- 
lated, The Sportsman. Below that, are the Latin 
words “ultima ratio regum,”’ royal logic, or literally 
translated, the last resort of kings. Further on is 
inscribed, ‘Ze Marechal De Hamiers,’? with a coat 
of arms, probably of that general. Beneath that 
are the Latin words—“ Pluribus nec impar.” This 
inscription would seem to convey the value of ord- 
nance when compared with small arms, and would 
therefore be considered, by translation, as equal to 
many small arms. Around the butt of the cannon 
are carved the words, Killeri Tiguro Helvitii F. D. 
1680—which may be rendered thus: “Keeler Tigu- 
ru (oer Tigurus_) of Switzerlund, made this piece of 
ordnance at Douay, in 1680. 

By these inseriptions it appears that the piece is 
137 years old, and was cast by a Swiss at the cele» 











sale of the tract of land at the British fort at the 
Miami of the Lake, at the foot of the rapids, and for 
other purposes,” passed the 27th day of April, 1816, 
it was enacted that all the land contained in the said 
tract, except the reservations and exceptions made 
jn the said act, should be offered for sale to the 
highest bidder, at Wooster, in the state of Ohio, 
under the direction of the register of the land 
office, and the receiver of public monies at Woos- 
ter, and on such day or days as shall by a public 
proclamation of the president bf the United States 
be designated for that purpose. 

Wherefore, 1, Jasrzs Monnor, president of the 
Wnited States, in conformity with the provisions of 
the acts before recited, do hereby declare and make 
known that the lands authorised to be sold by the 
tirst mentioned act, shall be offered for sale to the 
highest bidder at Wooster in the state of Ohio, on 
the first Mondzy in July next, and continue open | 
for seven days and no longer; and that the lands | 
authorised to be soid by the last mentioned act, | 
shall be offered for sale to the bighest bidder at 
the same place, on the third Tuesday in July next, 
and continue open for seven days and no longer. 

Given under my hand, this 15th day of April, 1817. 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 
By the president, 
J. MEIGS, 
Commissioner of the general land office. 
—— + 


The elegant piece of brass ordnance landed on 








brated foundery of Douay, in the French Nether- 
lands, established by Lewis the 14th, when, in the 
height of his. glory, he endeavored to subjugate 
and control all Europe. Humiers was one of his 
generals, and probably from the esteem of his so- 
vereign, had the liberty of inscribing his name up- 
on this piece, attached to his division of the army. 
Marshal Humiers was beat at Walcourt in 1639, 
by the allied armies under the prince of Waldec. 
SAMUEL AKERLY. 
Smce writing the above, the cannon has been re- 
moved to the coffee-house. It is worthy the atten- 
tion of the state or the United States, and ought 
to be purchased by one or the other of them. 
[Mew York Gaz. April 22. 


SHLENDID PAPER.—From the Democratic Press, of 
April 30—Tie declaration of independence— We have 
this day received from the paper mill of Mr. Tos. 
Amies, the paper on which we intend to print the 
splendid edition of the declaration of independence, 
which, for the fourteen months last past, has been 
under the graver. The paper is believed to be ofa 
size and quality superior to any ever manufactured in 
the United States. The moulds, felts, &c. were all 
of the best kind, and manufactured for the purpose 
The paper weighs one Aundred and forty pounds, and 
the price is one hundred and twenty-five dollars 2 
ream. Cotton rags were altogether excluded, and 
the finest linen only has been worked up. The size 
is rather more than 56 by 26 inches. ‘We flatter 
ourselves that the paper is such as will do credit to 
the state of the art of paper-making in the United 
States. 

Sineutar customs.—The errors of the human 
mind are sometimes so ridiculous that we can 
scarcely give credit to them. In Egypt it was for- 


Buchanan’s wharf, west side of Rutgers’ slip, was} merly a custom for the master of the house in 
brought from Virginia, where it has remained in} which a cat djed to ghaye his left eve-brow, as 4 
the bottom of York.river singe the American revo-/token of grigf. 
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